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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
RELIGION. 

There is nothing more common at this time 
then the frequent inquiry, “have you got reli- 
gion ?” It is arged again and again—do get 
religion, it will make you so blest and so hap- 
py.” Religion I will cheerfully and cordially 
admit in its true and real sense, of course must 
have this effect—but can there be any thing im- 
proper for us who are seeking for knowledge 
and truth, to ask what these mean by religion ? 
If you inquire, is it the Mahomedan belief ? no 
---Heathen or Jew ? no—Christian—net ex- 
actly. ‘Then please explain. 

Why, come to our meetings, read our creed 
and join our society ; when that is done God 
is honoured, and a soul saved. Have we not 
too much to fear, that this is the prime object 
of the leader, and in case of success the end of 
the follower, without reflecting on the one hand 
of the base presumption of taking the prorega- 
tive of Him who is in all, through all, and who 
created all and has without our agency estab- 
lished truth witha penalty annexed for its 
subversion, and on the other a criminal ac- 
quiescence without reflection ? I ask then, is 
there not danger of a premature action, and of 
overthrowing the very thing we should support? 
Have we not reason to conclude that those who 
cry the loudest, and declaim the most should 
they make one proselyte, that they take him 
still farther into errour than he even was before, 
“and if possible, make him ten fold more the 
child of hell, than themselves ?” It is true, he 
may have a name among men, and that too of 
christian ; but what will that profit him without 
the reality? “ If the blind lead the blind, &c.” 
a passage I am perfecily satisfied designed for 
the case in hand. Iam sensible this exposi- 
tion will by some be called heteredox ; and 
once I would have so considered, or regarded it. 
But, nothing now would make me shudder more 
than to reflect that, I was boundte such des- 
potism. As well might a coat of many colours, 
pass with a stranger for our standard uniform, 
or the real uniform itself for love of country.— 
T do not make these remarks as applying to this 
or that denomination, but with such as on whom 
it may bear to stop short and reflect, who, 
and what manner of spirit they are of, the na- 
ture and attributes of Deity, together with the 
relation they bear te him ; and if possible fix 
on some rationai principle that will be at uni- 








gon with itself. To attain this object, I would 
recommend them to the Bible; before their 
minds are too far biassed with the creeds, say- 
ings, and traditions of men. [ challenge the 
world to show me a favourite of heaven, a child 
of God, a christian (in these days) who has 
not been rationally and coolly made such ; and 
whose actions do not denote liberality and gen- 
eral good ; and whose object is to worship 
God, the veal and true God alone. What 
would we think on seeing a company of extor- 
tioners passing for christians, the narrow miser, 
the ignorant bigot, thé mad fanatic. Yet ina 
degree we witness this at every corner, and 
they imagine themselves safe because they have 
the name... Oh delusion, delusion ; infatuation, 
the blinds the lame, when will you look and be 
healed ; can itrot in truth be said you worship 
an idol. If you do not worship the likeness of 
any thing, in substance, at the same time, if 
you embrace an errour, with all your heart, 
you may be ranked with idolators tothe neg- 
lect of the true worship. Look ye to it, and if 
you are iv the path of truth, then abide ; but 
if on the other hand, you awake and find your- 
selves ina road that you neither know from 
whence you come or whither you go, stop, in- 
quire and reflect, it may be you are travelling 
from, in lieu of to your supposed object. And 
again, how often do we witness teachers sub- 
verting or concealing truth or inventing pre- 
texts, false in themselves, to support some fa- 
vourite doctrine, as though the word of God 
was in danger, or Deity himself would fall if a 
single errour of theirs was exposed. 


Iam daily more and more convinced that 
there is but little true religion where professed 
the most, aud am not without as great fears 
that there may be less with those who either 
make no professiou or boastfully disregard it. 

The word religion isa technical phrase— 
designed, in my view, to apply to a correct 
conception of Deity, together with our duty to 
him, ourselves and fellow meg, which when 
once duly regulated, adhered in and submitted 
too with a calm, cool, consistent course of con- 
duct, with resignation and love of truth, be- 
cause it is such—is trath, is love, is every 
thing. 

I have a very poor opinion of a person’s love 
who only loves his own denomination and 
hates all others, and who. condémns me, be- 
cause I was born in a temperate and not ina 
torrid zone. And my opinion is quite as un- 
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favourable of the religion of him who is not 


satisfied when he has endeavoured dispassion- ' 


ately to reason me out of my errour. I do 
not think he has any authority to go farther, 
either in word or deed. He may with the 
same propriety use the cudgel as to display 
anger, and the sword with as much reason as 
the cudgel. if 








CONTROVERSIAL. 








FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
BUFFALO CALVINISM, &C. 

Inthe Western Recorder of April 3d, 1827, 
there is a letter from “the Rev. T. S. Harris, 
Missionary at Seneca, near Buffalo,” from which 
some extracts will follow. Mr. Harris says 
that he has hopes that God has come near the 
poor Senecas, lately, &c. and that a_ revival is 
expected at the Mission station. Many of the 
Indians had cried in meeting, where a flood of 
tears ran down their faces ; and une squaw sta- 
ted before 200 people “that she felt she must 
repent, or her soul would be lost in an eternal 
hell !” with other circumstances, equally sen- 
sible and interesting. All this, and much more, 
of a like import, Mr. Harris states took place 
on Sunday the 11th day of March last. It may 
be well to bear the date in mind, as it will be 
found somewhat conaected with ether transac- 
tions, to be detailed below. The cause of this 
state of things Mr. Harris has kindly entrusted 
to us, so that we are not left at a loss for that 
important particular. The following is his ac- 
count, in his own words : “ Our Mission school 
was visited by the operations of the Holy Spir- 
it, about the Istof February. Several of the 
larger children were seen to be under deep con- 
viction of sin. Our dear brother Clark, (the 
teacher of the school) was previously [note that 
* previously”’] roused to unusual earnestness 
and faithfulness with their souls.” Here, then, 
is a distinct statement that the cause was. our 
dear brother Clark, who had previously, (that 
is, before the Holy Spirit paid the school a vis- 
it, about the Ist of February) bestirred him- 
self earnestly and faithfully, and so brought 
about this visit, which was followed by the cry- 
ing and other important operations detailed by 
Mr. Harris. Mr. Harris’ letter is stated, in 
the Recorder, to bear date the 14th of March, 
about which time our dear brother Clark was 
in Buffalo, endeavouring to produce a new state 
of things in the Presbyterian Church there.— 
He attended publick meeting at the Presbyteri- 
an mesting house, in Buffalo, on the 18th of 
March, four days after Mr. Hazris penned his 
communication for the Recorder, when he ve- 
ry earnestlyexhorted the church, in a set speech, 
to flee from the wrath to come. He told the 
members that they were a dead church, that 
the preaching under which they had _ recently 
sat, was pernicious, and, in short, that the whole 
church was in the broad road to utter destruc- 
tion, The deacons, particularly, were strong- 





ly censured ; and dear brother Clark even went 
so far as to declare they were devilish deacons, 
the devil’s deacons, &c. with some other re- 
marks, searcely less pointed in their character 
than these, “The Rey. Mr. Crawford,” the 
spiritual preceptor of the Presbyterian flock 
in this village, was present, and followed dear 
brother Clark’s remarks with some of his own, 
in which he took occasion to confirm what had 
béen said relative to the preaching under which 
the church had sat. Mr, Crawford repeated, 
from dear brother Clark, that his (Mr. Craw- 
ford’s) preaching had been cold, lifeless, and 
dead ; and that he had been guilty of much 
neglect. and much sin, in the discharge of his 
spiritual duties to the church, but that he had 
received new light within the three last days, * 
and he devoutly hoped that both himself and 
his flock would soon reach the path of duty.-- 
Some little confusion was produced in the méet- 
ing, by these proceedings, and fora moment 
the solemnity of the house of worship was in- 
terrupted by a somewhat general movement of 
the people towards the deor : order was, how- 
ever, happily, soon restored, and the meeting 
was closed without farther commotion. The 
following day dear brother Clark was declared 
by some members of the church to be insane, 
but still his opinion and Mr. Crawford’s so ex- 
actly corresponded, in relation to tha preach- 
ing cf the latter gentleman, that it seemed 
somewhat mysierious, On farther inquiry, it 
appeared that dear brother Clark had been 
some days labouring, occasionally, with Mr. 
Crawford, pointing out to him the supposed er 
rour of his ways, and that he had spent the bet- 
ter part of one cutire night, with unusual earn- 
estness and faithfulness, in this important duty, 
but a short time previous. It was to that 
night’s labour that Mr. Crawford is supposed 
to have referred, when he announced to his 
people that he had received new light within 
the last three days. Dear brother Clark had 
alsu, atan evening meeting, but a short time 
previous to his remarks at the mecting house, 
held nearly the same language respecting Mr. 
Crawford ; which, however, was net so well 
received by this gentleman at the time as it 
subsequently was, before the congregation, ou 
the 18th of March. Itis proper, perhaps, 
here to state, in explanation of this, that the 
remarks of dear brother Clark, in the evening 
conference, are understood to have been previ- 
ous to the night’s labour with Mr. Crawford, 
and consequently, at a poiut of time, prior to 
the receipt by the latter gentleman, of the new 
light mentioned by him on Sunday the 18th. 
In looking back upon this whole affair, and 
calmly reviewing it, in connexion with Rev. T. 
S. Harris’ letter, it seems highly difficult to ar- 
rive at a conclusion to be depended upon. Mr. 
Harris certainly thought dear brother Clark, 





*This is the same declaration mentioned in the 
Advocate of the 24th ult.—rprror 
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highly gifted with goud and wholesome gifts, 
when, by his faithfulness he brought the Holy 
Spirit to visit the mission school about the first 
of March ; and even as late as the 14th of the 


same month he still thought so well of him and 


of his doings as to despatch, on that day,an ac- 
count of his labours for publication in that use- 
ful paper, the Western Recorder. This was 


on the 14th,and on the day following, (15th) ; 


he was in this village, and, as we are told im- 
parted new lightto Mr. Crawford, upon the 
condition of the church in Buffalo. On the 
18th, (three days later) he made the pointed 
remarks already mentioned, in the Presbyteri- 
an meeting house. ‘These, by a part of the 


worshippers, were considered evidence of deliti- | 
| of the Editor of the Western Recorder, which 


um, while others not only justified what had 
been said, in « spiritual sense, but added the 
confirmation of their own beliefs to the same 
éffect. Suchis the nature of the testimony, 
and its characte; is too complicated to give 
satisfaction. Noone is prepared to dispute 
the ability or gualificajions of either Mr. Craw- 
ford or Mr. Harris, to judge, and to judge a- 
right, in spiritual matters, for it is their pro- 
vince and their business, Dear brother Clark, 
being a school master, might not be able so 
readily to discover e-hat was operating upon 
him, although it seems .that even he had no 
doubt it was the immediate power of God.— 
On the other hand, able and discerning men 
suppose the whole the result of a most unfor- 
tunate aberration of intellect. Are the Inspira- 
tioas of Deity, by which he enables his crea- 
tures to work miracles, in raising revivals, &c. 
so like insanity, in their effects, that the two 
cannot be distinguished ? If so, then, indeed is 
it time to treat with marked circumspection the 
approach of cach symptom of a revival, and by 
closely studying the character and actions of 
thase who promote it, endeavour to discover 
whether the individuals have happily been 
made the recipients of particular Inspiration, or 
unfortunately been deprived of the reason they 
once possessed. Whether dear brother Clark 
was in his right mind when he set the Indians 
crying, at the Seneca school, and also when he 
hurried worshippers from the meeting heuse in 
Buffalo, and again when he imparted new light 
to Mr. Crawford, by night; or whether inall 
these instances he was influenced by an ab- 
sence of reason, instead of direct Inspiration, 
are points yet undecided. Nor, indeed, can it 
be told, it would seem, whether, in a part of 
these cases he was not actuated by one cause 
and in a partby the other. Mr. Harris, in his 
letter, speaking of the school, after brother 
Clark caused the Holy Spirit to visit it, ob- 
serves: “The whole school exhibited the 
most complete order and solemnity, for several 
days. The Holy Spirit, after regenerating, as 
we hope, the souls of two or three precious 
immortals, retired with his most special ivflu- 
ences from the school, but he appears to be 
knocking loudly at the hearts of dark and = stu- 





pid souls around us.” This, it would seem, 
admits of no ambiguity ; for, although Mr. 
Harris is not positive about the regeneration of 
the two souls, yet he expresses no doubt that 
the Holy Spirit was there. Indeed he evident- 
ly knows this, for he states thathe (the Holy 
Spirit) retired at a certain time, with his most 
special influences, from the school; and al- 
though we are not told where the Holy Spirit 
went with these special influences, yet Mr. 
Harris subsequently found him knocking, and 
loudly too, atthe hearts of souls somewhere in 
the same neighbourhood. Such knocking, at 


| such a place, seems strong evidence that there 


was no mistake ! 
Bat a new perplexity is found in the remarks 


precede the letter of Mr. Harris. He there 
observes : “The Lord has not only restored it 
[the Indian mission] to peace and quictness, 
but, as it would appear, is about to visit it, with 
the special influenées of his Spirit.” Here is 
an intimation that the Lord is about to visit the 
statioa with the special influences of his Spirit, 
when we have the testimony of Mr. Harris that 
life Spirit had been there with such influences, 
and had put them into the school, but had sub- 
sequently taken all the special oncs away !— 
Mr. Harris does not hint that they are expect- 
ed back, unless, indeed, the knocking at the 
hearts of souls, which he mentions, is so to be 
taken. In short, there seems no threading the 
mystery, and a knowledge of the facts appears 
calculated to destroy all confidence in revivals, 
even where it has existed, in its purity, hereto- 
fore. . K, 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Messrs. Epirorns—By your answer to my 
Question I learn, that you do not believe there 
is to be a day, or a certain time after the res- 
urrection,(spoken of by the apostle Paul,1 Cor, 
xv, where this mortal shall put on immortal- 
ity,) that mankind will be judged. 

Iam now prepared to commence my pro- 
posed argument, after I inform you that I po 
BELIEVE,that there is to be such a day or such 
a time in which all mankind that are, ever 
were, or ever will be, in this world, will be 
judged and rewarded according to their con- 
duct in this mortal life. The above statement 
being my real belief, I shall endeavour to prove 
that there will be such a day, or time, by evi- 
dence, or what I think is evidence, contained 
in reason and revelation. 

My first proof I shal] attempt to bring from 
reason, on the ground that all mankind are to 
be saved. ist. If all mankind are tobe saved, 
it follows of course that they are to be saved 
from something which they are by nature sub- 
ject to suffer. I would then ask, what man- 
kind by nature are subject to suffer? I an- 
swer, mankind by nature are subject te suffer 
pain of body, and distress of mind. Pain of 
hody arises fram some ebstruction in the ergan- 
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ick system; it being mortal and fallible it is 
liable to get out of order, and must eventually 
fail and cease to be a system when man dies ; 
and the only remedy that will save man from 
bodily suffering is a change of nature, as des- 
cribed by the apostle and effected by this 
mortal putting on immortality when man is 
raised from the dead Incorruptible. But it is 
evident that the mind is distressed by being 
harrassed with fears of future evil, or by be- 
ing exercised with a wrong spirit. Such for 
example, as desiring revenge of an enemy, or 
being unreconciled with the dealings of Provi- 
dence. Such desires of the mind are produc- 
ed by ignorance or want of a knowledge of 
the truth, and the only remedy that can and 
will effect the final and everlasting cure, is « 
knowledge of the truth. The next Question 
is, what is the truth that will produce this salu- 
tary effect ? Tanswer, the truth that will pre- 
duce this effect, (by the unreconciled or evil 
designed man coming to the knowledge of it,) 
is, that the author of his existence created 
him and all mankind, for two most benevolent 
purposes, which are inseparably connected ; to 
wit, His declarative glory and the final holines$y 
happiness and felicity of all his creatures: and 
receiving or knowing that the author of his 
existence is infinite in wisdom, and knew the 
best way to fix the plan of creation, preserva- 
tion and redemption; and knowing that he has 
almighty power, is perfectly able todo what 
he knows is best to bedone : and knowing that 
he is unbounded in goodness, and that he ue- 
ver did nor ever. will po, nor suffer to be done, 
any thing that is not for the best that it should 
be done, neither will he suffer any thing to be 
left undone that had better be done. 


a) 


Whenever any man or all mankind come to 
the knowledge of this truth, they will thensee 
that every thing in existence, whether in heav- 
en or in earth, is necessary for their individual 
happiness in connection with every other crea- 
ture which, of course, places them in a situation 
wherein nothing can offend them, and wherein 
it is impossible for them to fear any future e- 
vil ; and therefore, when the body is’ perfect- 
ed in immortality and the mind by knowing the 
truth, may is completely saved. The follow- 
ing Questions then arise. 1st. Tow is man’s 
body to be immortalized ? I answer, by being 
sown in corruption and raised in incerruption. 
2d. Is man active, or passive in this operation ? 
I answer he is passive wholly. 3dly. How is 
the mind to obtain the knowledge of the truth ? 
I answer the mind of every man must be first 
disciplined and qualified to receive the truth, 
and then the truth must be preseyted to him 
in such way as he can receive it. 4thly. Is 
man active or passive in receiving the truth ? 
J answer, active, necessarily so; for the fol- 
lowing reasons :—The mind of every crea- 
ture is an active principle, and cannot exist 
in an inactive state ; but is the eflysion of the 


the nervous system, as steam sent forth front 
the water by the heat operating in the parti- 
cles of it; andas there is no steam from water, 
when there is no heat in the particles, so there 
is no mind from a man when there js no spirit in 
him, for the body without the spirit is dead, 
and who would contend that a dead man has a 
mind ? 

Now if the mind must receive a knowledge 
of the truth, in order to be happy, it then fol- 
lows, that the mind cither must be brought to 
the knowledge of it in this life or after the resur- 
rection ; and as it is obvious that many are not 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, in this 
life, as many die in the full expectation of go- 
ing toa place of endless misery ; others in 
full confidence of being saved by the power and 
goodness of an idol god ; it is evident they 
must be brought to the knowledge of the truth 
after the resurrection. If so then there must 
be a day of judgement to give them that knowl- 
edge, for no effect can be produced without a 
cause to produce it. G. W. B. 


[REPLY NEXT WEEK. ] 
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‘*1 AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.’’ 





VIRTUE AND FELICITY CONNECTED. 


By virtue, I mean to communicate the idea of 








friendship both towards God and his creatures ; in- 
sisting, at the same time, on that friendship in both 
Of friendship 
In order to have a true regard o1 


cases, which is real and genuine. 1. 
to the Deity. 
friendship for God, we must have a knowledge of 
him in his true character. If we have wrong con 
ceptions of our Maker, and are friendly to him un- 
der that conception; this friendship cannot be cal 
led genuine, because the object towards which our 
friendship is extended, it a mistaken object: conse- 
quently genuine friendship to the true God cannot 
We 


are not to suppose, from the above reasoning, that 


be exercised by those, who do not know him. 


God can be comprehended by men or angels, for 
there is none by searching, can find outthe Almigh- 
ty to perfection: butthe true knowledge of God, of 
which rational creatures are made capable, is, that he 
is the only true God; that there is none besides him, 
and that his power, wisdom and goodness, are infinite 
andare engaged unchangeably for our good: thathe 
made all things, supports and governs all things and 
purposes, in himself, to reeoncile all creatures (whe 
are unreconciled ) to himself. This summary com- 
prebends every thing in the true character of God, 
which is necessary for us to know, and this we must 
know in order that our friendship be genuine, tho’ 
the comprehension of this character is beyond our 
ability. Virtue, then, in relation to the Deity, con- 
sists in friendship; i. e. in love and obedience to 
the trve Gad. When men know God, and glorify 
him as God, they are saidto betruly virtuous. True 
friendship to God will be proved by endeavoring to 
establish and promote his cause among men; to o- 





body and sent forth by the spirit operating in 


bey all his commandments cheerfully; to submit 
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patiently to his dispensations; to rejoice that he 
to be thankful for all his mercies, and to be 


eigns ; 
ad Friendship to 


kind and obliging to his creatures. 
God can never be considered real, unless it is ex- 
tended to his creatures; because a parent can nev- 
er be satisfied with any marks of friendship, howev- 
cr great, unless they are expressed, likewise, to- 
wards his children. Thus we have an epitome of 
fiondship towards that great and good Being, who 
made and governs all things. 

2. Of friendship towards man. 
uine purity) is doing to others as we would have 
I am persuaded that nothing short 


This (in its gen- 


others do to us. 
of this ought to pass for real and genuine friendship. 
This is the great and goldenrule of our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, it comports with every man’s reason and 
judgment, and there can be no complete felicity, 
where this friendship is wanting. We may talk of 
friendship,and we may hear it rec ymmended ; we may 
profess to be friends and think we have friends, and 
yet we may be deceived in others and others may be 
deceived in us; and the reason, in both cases, will 
be, that our friendship was nominal and pretended, 
Pretended friendship may 

frequently, the greatest 


not real and genuine. 

fail; it often does fail ; 
pretended friends, become the greatest real enemies. 
All this arises from that defect in our friendship, 
which the gospel only does or can supply. Every 
man wishes for happiness in this and the coming 
state; if his friendship be real for ethers, he will 
have the same wish for others; hence this desire 
for the happiness of all in this and in a future state 
will excite him to comply with St. Paul’s exhorta- 
tion to pray for all men, and it will excite all men 
every where to pray, lifting up holy hands without 
There 


any fraternity of men however ancient the institu- 


wrath or doubting. is no obligation, which 
tion may be, or however solemn and awful its obli- 
gations are, that can avail to the promotion of this 
true friendship, if the authority of Christ does not 
effect it. 
and all ages and countries have witnessed it. 


This is proved by the experience of men, 
This 
friendship is not effected by being a member of any 
church, neither is it generally discovered in mem- 
bers of the churches in any considerable degree be- 
yond that, which is seen in the other societies of 
men. On this point there is a general and univer- 
sal defect, for all have come short, in this respect, 
of their duty und the glory of God. If we reduce 
this golden rule of Christ to the particulars of our 
intercourse with man; the meaning and extent of 
this duty must be understood. If we desire, that 
justice and kindness; that mercy and compassion ; 
that truth and faithfulness, and love and true friend- 
ship should be exercised towards us; and if we can 
realize the pleasyre, which the exercise of such 
friendship would administer to us; we may easily 
infer our own duty to others and have a glimpse of 
the mutual felicities resulting therefrom. Our Sa- 
viour said, if ye love them, that love you; or if ye 
do good to them, that do good to you, what thank 
have you? hereby determining, that the above du- 
tes are not to be confined to our friends, or rela- 
Hons, or to the rich from whom we might expect a 


| 
' 








return; but that they be extended to the poor, to 
the stranger and to our enemy, equally with our re- 
rations and pretended friends. The direction of 
Christ is, love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use 
you and persecute you. Thus, in true friendehip> 
are we bound to respect all men without exception. 

I will now shew that this virtue is connected with 
felicity. 


ing the wue God, according to the divine constitu- 


Any and every person, knowing and lov- 


tion, must be happy; happy in the approbation of 
his own mind; happy in the communication of ev- 
erlasting love and assurance of God’s favour, happy 
in providences, in which God allots his circumstan- 
ces here, and in the prospect of the full enjoyment 
of all that is promised him in heaven. 

The true friend of God, is not kept from enjoy- 
ment till he arrives in glory; he is not a stranger 
to felicity here; but has prelibations and foretastes 
of heaven; in the wilderness of this world he has 
We read, 
that the righteous shall be recompensed in the 


some clusters of the heavenly Canaan. 
earth. He, who ordained all things, has connected 
true friendship or virtue with real enjoyment, and 
established this as an unvarying truth, that wisdom’s 
ways shall be pleasantness and that aJl her paths 
shall be peace. The consequence is, that, in keep- 


Dict 


ing God’s commands there is great reward, 


| . . . 
| not the Ethiopian, who had been to Jerusalem te 


worship, and was instructed, on his return, in the 
knowledge gf God's mercy; did not he go on his 
way rejoicing? and have not all, who keep God’s 
per 


suaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor 


law, great peace? Are not all men of virtue 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come; nor height, nor depth, nor any oth- 
er creature shall separate them from the love of 
God? And is not such a persuasion replete with 
unspeakable felicity? [need not multiply instan- 
ces in proof of this point, for it is atiested by the 
cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, and 
We have thus far 
spoken or virtue or friendship as it respects the 
Deity. 


the promise of God secures it. 





We will now look at felicity as connected with 
virtue or friendship towards men. 

The connexion here is as sure and as_ certain as 
in the former case, although the enjoyment be not 
so great. Although a person may be accused of 


great crimes and his character may labour in the 





minds ofothers ; yet a consciousness of ignocence 
will administer more peace to the mind, than the 
treasures of the world. This will be one instance 
in proof of the connection of virtue with felicity. The 
disadvantage under which a person labours, who is 
detected of theft, murder or any other capital crime, 
will show the happiness of virtue by contrasting the 
feclings of one, who is guilty with the feelings of 
him who is ignocent. Jn addition to all this, is not 
the self approbation of doing justly ; performing 
acts of mercy and kindness ; relieving the afilicted; 
visiting the widow and fatherless in their afflictions’ 
and keeping unspotted from the world; I say, is 
not here an enjoyment, which the world can neith 
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er give nor take away? A man, with an approving 
mind, knowing that he does desire and has done his 
duty, is happy in the contemplation of his inno- 
cence and virtue, while the guilty man feels all the 
horrors of his situation. Friendship among men is 
always connected with grace ; and it always was a 
good and pleasant thing for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. Thusin the exercise of brotherly 
love, the good man is satisfied from himself, and so- 
ciety, in the diffusion of such a principle, is blest 
with peace and prosperity. 
REMARKS. 


Let this subject correct us in our views of religion; | 


forif we be lacking in friendship, we are equally 
lacking in religion. Let every person be convinced 
that he has no more true religion, than he has real 
friendship to God and man. Prayers, however fre- 
quently made, or zealously expressed, are no proof 
of religion, if friendship to God and man be want- 
We must be persuaded, likewise, that God 
will not account our friendship to be genuine, if it 
The love of God 


is univers: !towards his creatures and such must be our 


ing. 
be partial towards his creatures. 


love or itcannot be genuine: here we must love our 
enemies, and pray for them that despitefully use us 
and persecute us ; the wisdom or frieudship from a- 
eee ith t partiality: suck st b » 

bove is without partiality ; such must be our friend- 


ship iu relation to mankind.—The reverse of this, 


or the partiality exercised among mankind is ono of 
the greatest sources of contention, and ought to be 
guarded against as the bane of human society. Let 
then, brotherly love continue. 


Many acts are called virtues, when there is neith- 


er fear of God or regard for man: such as courage, | 


strictness in discipline and,valour in battle, with ma- 


ny others of a like nature, both in civi) and military | 


men ; but these, originating ina desire for self-ag- 


grandizement, or to obtain the applause of a super- | 


ior and the desire and expectation of promotion, are 
not strictly virtues, although cutitled, many times, 
to great applause. The minister of the altar may 
be actuated by similar motives in his zeal and en- 
gagedness in the duties of his function, when there 
is no other motive, by whichhe is actuated than the 
desire of applause, and the acquirement of a great 
. income. 

All virtues of this kind (we must remember) can 
hage no higher felicity connected with them, than 
the attainment of those worldly objects and honours, 
which were sought after in the exercise of the a- 
bove virtues. This will be the reward of that vir- 
tue, whose only object is the applause of men and 
the emoluments of the world. In short, (if I may 
Ise the expression) carnal virtue will be connected, 


only, with carnal felicity. What, then, is the hon- 


our after which we should seek? it is the honour that | 


cometh from God only. It is the virtue of friend- 
ship, consisting in a knowledge. of the true charac- 
.ter of God our Saviour, and in love to that charac- 
ter; itis to love our neighbour as ourselves, This 
virtue is connected with that felicity, which is food 
for the mind and endureth unto everlasting life. 
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‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.’’ 




















SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
(Continued from page 112.) 
In the concluding paragraph of the remarks on 


— ge 


this subject in our last number,.mention was made 
of an article in the Western Recorder of March 27, 
| to which we now request the attention of the rea- 
| der. It is headed with the words “‘ something must 
| and can be done,” and is signed, ‘‘V. D. M.”’ 

| The absurdity and stupidity of the writer, renders 
| the production harmless, and a principal object in 
noticing it, is to corroborate by the concessions of 
the friends of Sunday Schools, the statements made 
in our last. The author of the piece under exam- 
ination undertakes to prepare the mind of the rea- 
der, for a reception of his doctrines by an appeal to 
a day of retribution, and requires an assent to each 
viz. first ‘* when you be 


of the following requests ; 
gin to see my object, you will not tarn away from it, 
The other is, 
‘* when you have carefully examined the subject, and 
heard what I have to say, you will then, solemnly, 
in view of your own last account, ask and decide the 


saying—‘this is nothing new.’”’ 


questions—what must Ido ; and what canI do, to 
promote this object proposed 2”’ 


Well, desirous of being obedient to the requests 


of our sapient author, we- will not “turn away from 





the object, saying, itis nothing new,”’ but, althou; 


we see very plainly what the object is, we will con 
| sider it in all its bearings. The onsecr of the wri- 
ter, (and of all the brotherhood of the calvinists) is 
| expressed in the following extracts from the articie 
itself. 

“The plan, then, isthis—that we turnour labo 
at once, upon children and youth ; that we hay e ai 
institution in all respects adapted tu the purpose, 
where all, from 5to18 years of age, may statedly re 
ceive religious instruction, suited to their ages and 
capacities ; and that we resolutely determine to 
bring every child and youth, of every class and des 
cription, within the instruction of this institution.— 
I would have this work put into the hands of God’: 
people.” 

‘Thus, as the churches are spread over the whole 
surface of our territory, the cxertions of the one 
would meet those of the other, and the thing be ac 
complished. Every child would be taken as soon 
as it cguid read, and taught to read the bible; and 
from that period to the period of manhood, be taught 
constantly, and in the best possible manner, th 
truths of this sacred book, till they should be en- 
graven onhis heart. Such an institution, and one 
that with proper modifications can be made to ac- 
complish all this, is already in existence. I mean 
the Sunday Schoo}, connected with bible classes.— 
Such an institution can be made tg accomplish all 
this amount of good, if we extend it to the utmost 
limits in our power. We have this institution; and 
for this reasonI need not explain its nature, or dwell 
upon its blessed effects ; but it is'doing compara- 
tively nothipg—nothing, 1 mean, compared with 
what it might do. It is the institution by which a 
complete moral revolution can be effected—the very 
instrument placed in our hands, to overturn the em- 
pire of Satan; and by which it bas got to be over 
turned.’’ 


So here it is. 
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** Would we do our duty, we must go at once and 
scour every strect, search through every family, 
and report, not merely how many attend the school, 
but how many do not attend, and why they do not.” 

‘Such is its simplicity, that once organized, and 
completely in operation, it will move on with its 
own strength, increasing in power. It would spread 
itself from one community and state to another, for 
in 2 little time it would embrace the whole chris- 
tian world. A system analogous to this is the only 
one with which we can operate to much effect at 
our missionary stations ; and itis probably some 
such system, or perhaps by this very system, that 
the millennium is to be usheredin. Do you say, it 
is indeed a fine theory ; but the thing will be to car- 
ry it into effect? I know this is the very thing ; and 
this is the place where you and I have something to 
do; something we must do, or sin against God and 
the souls of millions. I haye laid this subject be- 
fore you, not to obtain your cold commendation, or 
to please your fancy with dreams; but to obtain 
your active co-operation, and to induce. you imme- 
diately to take hold of the work.” 

From the foregoing extracts it is plain to be seen, 
that the object is, as stated in our last number, to 
doctrinate, and traditionate (if we may coin a word 
on the occasion) every child in our country! ! But 
all this would be comparatively of little consequence 
were not other matters of greater moment connect- 
ed with it. The object is, notmerely to convert the 
children to the dogmas of endless misery, and fill 


their tender minds with fears of hell, brimstone, and | 


the devil, but, as the writer declares, it goes farther : 
it is the only system with which they ean operate to 
much effect at their missionary stations! ! Reader! 
for the sake of heaven, ponder this subject. 

Some of our readers will recollect that J. V. N. 
Yates, formerly Secretary of state, made an attempt 
to accomplish a similar plan to that proposed by the 
author of the foregoing extracts. He attempted to 
put the tracts ofthe N. Y. State Tract Society into 
the hands of “ every child !’’ But a wise legislature 
put aguictus upon him and his doings—by putting 
him out of office! Every enlightened citizen knew, 
at the time, that this Mr. Yates was but a tool in the 
hands of the clergy; and ever since their defeat, 
no efforts have been spared to accomplish, in some 
other way, what they so much desired at that time 
Their tracts 
have been consigned to their merited oblivion, and 


and by those means to accomplish. 


their authors left to mourn over the catastrophe.— 
Since then, amalgamations of sects have been propo- 
sed; the N. Y. State Tract Society has been swal- 
lowed up by a National Taact Society, and other 
means are now adopted to bring about the end de- 
sired. Not a moment has been lost. Theological 
beggars have infested every section of the state— 
tracts have been distributed gratis to those that 
would not buy—revivals have been “ got up’’—ow- 
ners of packet-boats have been threatened with a 
loss of custom unless they would be obedient to the 
instructions of the clergy; and all the arts that hu- 
man wisdom could invent, have been practised upog 
community ! Last of ali comes the plan of establish- 
ing Sunday Schools, on a more extensive scale !— 
These schools, when one established, can be made 
to answer as asubstitute for the “‘ official instructious’’ 


of Mr. Yates. 





these establishments, then, aye, then, they must’ 
and shall be instructed in all the mysteries of a mrod« 
ern theology—them, after their parents have been 
duped by a band of sacred beggzrs, to let their chil- 
dren go,to Sunday School tolearn the bible, thei 
hands can be filled with sectarian tracts, and chris- 
tian almanacks!—and then, too, the little ‘* totally 
depravea’ creatures can be coaxed ar wheedled out 
of their gingerbread money to support missionaries, 
buy tracts, or majntain ‘ poor and pious students’’ 
while learning their creeds at a theological Semina~ 
ry!! 

We are sometimes charged with being severe up- 
on cur opponents ; we plead guilty! but may the 
hand that now holds our pen be palsied if it remain 
inactive while our fellow beings are duped by a 
band of money loving, sacred impostors. Shall we 
lie to our conscience and to our God, by saying that 
the promoters of these schemes for gaining prose- 
lytes, are actuated by good motives, and are in pure 





Whenthe children are drawn into! 





suit of a good object ? Shall we assume the servile 
language of a slave, and bow obsequiously before 
their idols ? Nay, heaven graut us strength and res- 
olution, and while the heart that dictates these sen~ 
timeuts can beat with emotions of gratitude for the 


liberty now enjoyed, we will continue to warn our 
brethren of the dangers to which they are exposed: 
(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 
FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD 
FACTS RELATING TO THE UNITARIAN CON 
| TROVERSY. 

1. Trinitarians cannot produce a single pase 
sage ofthe Bible, in which the doctrine of thy 
‘Trinity is stated, although it is very plainly de- 
fined in the Standard of the English and Scot- 
tish Establishments. 

I}. That learned and impartial Editor of the 
Greek testament, Greisbach, himselfa Trini- 
itavian, rejects, from the Ist Epistle of St. 
John(v. 7,8,) the words, “ in heaven, the Fath- 
er, the Word, and the Holy Ghost ; and these 
three are one, and there are three that bear wit- 
ness upon earth.” ‘The Critical Evidence up- 
on which this passage is maintained to be spur- 
rious, is held tobe satisfactory by the generali- 
ty of competent judges of all churches. Many: 
of the Theological writers of the present day, 
though avowed Trinitarians, have expressed 
their belief in its spuriousness; among whom 
are Marsh, the Bishop of Peterborough,* Pet- 
tymarn, the Bishop of Winchester,f Adam 
Clarke, the Wesleyan Methodistt Charles 
Butler, the Roman Catholic}!, the Eclectic Re- 
viewer§, a Calvinist; and Dr. Wardlaw, of 
Glasgow, avoids this and the other supposed 
| Trinitarian passages that are affected by Gries- 
| bach’s emendations, in his controversy with 


| Mr, Yates. 





* Trans. of Michaelis, Notes. 

t Elements of Christ. Theol. vol. ii. p. 90. 

¢ Commentary on the passage. || Hore Biblice. 
§ Jan. 1819. 
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Ill. Greishbach’s reading in Acts xx, 28,} publication, as the large number published renders 


instead of church of God, as in the English | 


version, is Church of the Lord, [viz. Jesus}. 

1V. Greisbach’s reading, 1 Tim. iii. 16, in- 
stead of God manifest in the flesh, is Le [i.e. 
Christ} who was manifest in the flesh. 

VY. Greisbach’s reading, Rev. i. 8, is, J am 
Alphaand Omega, saith the Lord God, and 
i. 11, the words, Zam Alpha and Omega, the 
Jirst and the last,and,are omitted by him. 

V1. The words printed in italics in our com- 
mon version, denote that there is nothing cor- 
respanding to themin the original, e. g. the 
word God Acés vii. 59, and 1 Jobn iii. 16. 

VII. Neither the word Trinity nor any equiv- 
alent word, nor the phrases, God the Son, God 
the Holy Ghost, Eternal Son, Two natures in 
Christ, Original Sin, Imputed Rightousniess, 
Vicarious Sacrifice, or Atoning Blood occur 
in the Bible. 

Vi. The Holy Spirit, as different from 
Ged the Father, is never in the Bible, propos- 
ed as the object of religious worship. 

1X. The powers of Christ are never, in the 
Bible, referred to God the Son, but invariably 
to the Father or his Spirit. 

Our blesged Saviour m his solemn Prayer, 
yecorded in the 17th chapter of St. John’s Gos- 
pel, declares the Father, to whom he is pray- 
ing, ¢ver. 1, 5, &e.) to be the only true God, 
(ver. 3,) and with the same breath, claims for 
himself only the character of him whom the 
Father [the only true God] had sent. 

Let the serious inquirer examine attentively 
the following additional Passages of the Bible : 
-—Deut. vi. 4, compared with Mark xii. 28 ;— 
Isaiah xi. 18, xliv. 6, xlv. compared with John 
viii, 41—54, and Acts iv.21—31; also Mark 
xiii. 32 5 1 Cor. viii. 6; 1 Tim. ii. 5.—Ldin- 
burgh. 


Ann W. Cherry, of Onondaga county has re- 
covered $600 of Samuel R. Mathews, for a 
breach of marriage promise. He has visited 
her as a suitor for 8 years, and it-is said he is 
worth from $25 to 30,000. 

The authorities in Baltimore are authorised 
to take up all destitute children begging in the 
streets, and bind them out as apprentices and 
they have more applications for such children 
as apprentices than they can supply. 





To CorresponpEnts.—‘‘ A’s’’ strictures on the ar- 
ticle of ‘T. G.” on ‘election and reprobation.”’ 
isreceived. He will acknowledge, on due reflec- 
tion, that time Should be given his opponents to re- 
ply to one article before another is published. It 
it always easier to ask questions than to answer 
them ; and while we promise ‘*A’’ that his second 
essay shall in due time receive attention, we must 
insist on his hearing what remains to be said by W. 
I. Reese before he claims room for another comma- 
nication. 

Br. W. I. Reese’s conclusion in — to ** A.’’ is 
unavoidably deferred tillnext week. ‘The copy did 
not come to hand until too late for insertion. 

Correspondents will confer a favour by sending in 
their communications as early as the Tuesday before 





it indispensible that the Advocate should be put to 
press before the day of publication. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER, 
> » SP Br . 

Lines addressed to a Lady on the loss of certain Sum- 
mer Flowers which she had cultivated in winter with 
Lreat care. 


Two loveliest flowers that Nature slows, 
From W inter’s murderous hand would hide ;, 
lhe Crocus—earliest bud that blows— + 
And Rose—the Summer’s pride ;— 
O ....’s parlor they retreat, 

Where lovely things are wont to meet ; 

And hope, beneath hey care, 

To lengthen out their reign, 

And flourish fresh and fair, 

Till spring return again ; 
And triumph o’er th’ ursurper’s power, 

ho seeks the death of every flower. 

In vain :—the ruthless tyrant found, 
Ch’ asylum of the gentle pair, 
And crept, while darkness veil’d him round, 
And wreuk’d his vengeance there. f 
They droop—they fade—their fragrance flies-- 
They die—as al! that’s lovely dies, 
And wait again, till Nature bring, 
The renovating warmth of Spring. 


Behold how nature’s works are filled, 
With moral lessons for our minds ! 
How, every blooming joy is chilled 
With persecuting winds ! 
Go! hide thy youth—preserve its pride, 
Its form, its beauty and its joys; 
Thy manhood’s strength and glory hide, 
Where yet no fatal blight destroys ! 
What unknown depths wilt thou explore ? 
What lofty heights, untrod before ? 
What secret place, beyond the flight, 
Of winged thought, or winged light ? 
For youth has always fled, 
And beauty has decayed, 
And manhood’s strength has sped, 
And joys must ever fade ; 
And all the tenderest ties that bind, 
Our souls to earth, too fondly fast, 
And knit us closely to our kind, 
Will break, and break with fatal hasic. 
And ah! th’ ethereal mind, at length, 
Must lose its tone, resign its powers, 
And feebly must recline its strength, 
As e’en these blighted flowers. 
Go then ! when nature shall command. 
Go ! hide thee inthe tomb, 
And siient wait that powerful hand, 
To renovate thy bloom. Disee 
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